
CES Research Talk on “The rise of renewable energy protectionism: Emerging trends in 

high-tech solar photovoltaic trade conflicts” 

 

Centre for Economic Studies (CES) has organized a research talk on 15 March 2018, 2.00pm – 

3.30pm, at E104 UTAR Kampar Campus. The organizer has invited Assistant Professor Dr Au 

Yong Hui Nee to share her current research project on the topic “The rise of renewable energy 

protectionism: Emerging trends in high-tech solar photovoltaic trade conflicts”.  

 

Dr Au Yong Hui Nee graduated with a PhD in Technology Management from Universiti Sains 

Malaysia. She is currently an Assistant Professor (Economics) and Dean at the Faculty of 

Business and Finance, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman. She earned her MA Economics from 

the University of Tsukuba, Japan. Her main areas of research are energy / regional economics 

and financial / risk management. Other areas that interest her include IT applications, 

occupational safety and health and supply chain logistics. She was trained in an investment bank. 

Prior to joining academia, she held managerial positions in GLC/MNCs. She was also the 

founding manager of data department and QESH management system department of the 

technology companies. Besides that, she is a Member of the Malaysian Institute of Management 

and is a certified safety and health officer. 

 

In this 1.5-hour talk, Dr Au Yong has introduced to the participants how important is the 

renewable energy in the energy mix in Malaysia. Due to its importance, Malaysia has 

continuously reviewed its energy policy to ensure sustainable energy supply. The use of RE is 

among the options through the RE capacities are still under-utilized with room for improvement. 

However, the renewable energy sector also faces some issues which can lead to hindrance for its 

improvement. It was reported that the challenges faced by the Malaysian solar industry include 

the limited local market size, human capital development, the need for more investments from 

public and private entities as well as the increasing global market competition. Despite all, the 

RE sector is expected to double by 2020, with strong growth in the solar PV, biomass, and 

biogas markets. Beyond 2020, it is predicted that solar energy will surpass all other forms of RE 

for Malaysia and other countries, and the solar power will be the long-term source of energy 

supply.  

 

In this study, the domestic Solar photovoltaic (PV) manufacturing scenario is elaborated after an 

investigation on the RE policy. With regards to the trade disputes that are building up and in 

solar industries that are under policies of protectionist, this paper reviews documents, look into 

domestic governmental support to renewable energy, solar trade disputes, and its implications for 

Malaysia to transform to a low-carbon economy. Among the key findings from the paper include: 

the foreign direct investment (FDI) related to RE sectors especially from the US and lately China, 

have increased rapidly, and more ‘green' jobs in the solar manufacturing and installation sectors 

have been created.  With the existence of trade disputes between the United States and the 

European Union with China, Malaysia has a potential to reap benefits with the inflow of direct 

investments from China. Nevertheless, the future incidence of RE trade disputes is still uncertain. 

 

Last but not least, Dr Au Yong highlighted that despite the renewable energy being important, 

the use and its capacities are still under-utilized which offers room for improvement. With the 

continuous effort made by the government in reviewing its energy policy, it is hoped that 



Malaysia can ensure sustainable energy supply for the future. The talk is ensued with a Q&A 

session and ended. 

 

 

 
Dr Au Yong is explaining how important the renewable energy in Malaysia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Dr Au Yong (sixth from the left front row) is posing with some of the participants. 


